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Fifteenth Annual Meeting 
IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 
Iowa State Building, 
World’s Fair Grounds, St Louis, 
October 18-20, 1904. 


Missouri, 


Officers. 


President, Mrs. H. J. Hows, Marshalltown. 
Vice-President, Mr. W. P. Paynz, Nevada. 
Secretary, Miss Mrriam E. Carer, Burlington. 
Treasurer, Mn. M. Hate DovuGwass, Grinnell, 


Program. 


TUESDAY EVE XING, OCTOBER 18th. 
Reception to A. L. A. 
Parlors, lowa State Building, World's Fair Grounds. 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 109th. 


2:30 p. m.— East Parlor, lowa State Building. 
Mrs. Howse, Presiding. 





Addresses of Welcome. 


For the City—Mr. F. W. LEHMARN, 
President Board of Directors, St.Louis Public Library 


For the Library—Pror. F. M. CRUNDEN, 
Librarian, St. Louis Public Library. 


For the Iowa Building, Hon. WILI.14M LARRABEE, 
President Iowa Commission, Louisiana Purchase Ex 
position. 


Response—Mr. W. P. PaYne, 
Vice President fowa Library Association. 


Memorial to Mrs. Mary H. MILLER, 
First President lowa Library Association, 
By Capt. W. H. JouNsTON. 


Reports of Officers and Committees. 


Committee on Constitution and By-Laws, 
Miss McLonegy, Chairman. 


Committee on Legislative Work, 
Mr. F. F. Daw.ey, Chairman, 


Report of Iowa Library Commission. 
Miss TyLer, Secretary. 


THURSDAY, OOTOBER 20th. 
2:30 p.m.—East Parlor, lowa State Building. 


Business Session. 
Mr. W. P. Payne, Presiding. 


Reports cf Committees. 
Round Table—Miss TYLER, Presiding. 


SUBJECTS FOR DiscussIOon— 


Net Price System in Book Buying. 

Methods of Conducting Story Hour. 

Printed Catalog Cards. 

Are Printed Finding Lists Advisable? 
Standard Fiction versus Ephemeral Fiction, 


Introduction of New Officers. 
THURSDAY EVENING, OCTOBER 20th. 
Col ege Round Table. 





REPORT OF ST. LOUIS MEETING 
OF I. L. A. 


The fift-enth annual meeting of the lowa 
Library Association was inaugurated Tues- 
day evening, October 18th, by a reception to 
the A. L. A. and the Missouri Association, 
tendered by the Iowa Association and the 
lowa Commissioners to the Louisiana Pur- 
chase Exposition. This reception which was 
held in the Iowa state building, was attended 
by a large and notable company of library 
workers. 

lowa being one of the Louisiana Purchase 
States, it was deemed desirable and advisable 
that this annual meeting should be held here 
in conjunction with the exposition and the 
A. L. A. 

On Wednesday afternoon, October 19th, 
the first formal session of the I.L.A. occurred, 
the time of meeting being arranged to avoid 
conflicting with the A. L. A. meetings. The 
east parlor of the lowa building was the place 
of gathering, the President of the Association, 
Mrs. H. J. Howe, the presiding officer. 

Addresses of welcome were given by the 
following gentlemen: Hon. Frederick W. 
Lehmann, president of the board of directors, 
St. Louis Public Library; Mr. F. M. Crunden, 
the librarian; and Hon. William Larrabee, 
Ex-Governor of Iowa. Mr. W. P. Payne, 
vice-president, responded to these addresses, 
and the introductory part of the program was 
concluded by a memorial to Mrs. Mary Miller, 
the first president of the I. L. A., which was 
presented by Capt. W. H. Johnston. 

The principal features of the executive 
session were the reports of the President of 
the Association, and of the Secretary of the 
Iowa Library Commission. 

Mrs. Howe spoke briefly of the work of 
the year, and of what had been compiled 
and published, namely, the Monograph on 
the Iowa Library Association, and the List 
of books by Iowa Authors. 

Miss Tyler, secretary of the Commission, 
spoke of libraries organized, places visited, 
the summer school, the traveling libraries, 
the work with the federated clubs, and ex- 
pressed appreciation of the ample quarters 
now enjoyed through the courtesy of Governor 
Cummins, compared with the small space 
needed at the beginning of her work, only 
four years ago. 





The second session was held on Thursday 
afternoon Miss McLoney, chairman of the 
committee on constitution and by-laws, gave 
her final report which was accepted as read. 

The report of the nominating committee 
was accepted as follows: 

For President, Mrs. H. M. Towner, of 
Corning. 

For Vice-President, Hon. C. J. A. Eric- 
son, of Boone. 

For Secretary, Miss PRISCILLA PICKRELL, 
of Oskaloosa. 

For Treasurer, Mk. M. H. Dovuctrass, of 
Grinaoell. 

For Members of the Executive Committee, 
Miss McLoney, of Des Moines, Mrs. C. D, 
VANVECHTEN, of Cedar Rapids. 

Miss Tyler, presided at the Round Table 
discussion, and much interest was manifested 
in the subjects discussed; viz., Ephemeral 
fiction, book-buying and net prices, and 
printed catalog cards. Mr. Brigham, Mr. 
Brett, Mr. Bostwick and Miss Crawford took 
part in the discussion. 

The following standing committees were 
announced by Mrs. Howe: 

Necrology Committee—Carpt. W. H. 
Jounston, Chairman; Mrs MarvE. Darrey, 
Miss Mary E. WHEELOCK. 

Legislative Committee—Miss Tver, 
Chairman; Miss McCLoney, Mr. G. F. Henry. 

Mr. Payne in well chosen words expressed 
the appreciation of the Association for the 
many years of splendid service rendered to 
libraries in lowa by Capt. W. H. Johnston 
and moved that he be made Honorary Presi- 
dent ofthe Association. This was approved 
by unanimous vote. 

‘The afternoon closed with the report of the 
committee on resolutions and the introduction 
of the new officers. 

An evening session was held for the. dis- 
cussion of reference work in a college library, 
the session being called a college round table. 

This was the last meeting held and con- 
cluded the work of the Iowa Library Associ- 
ation at its fifteenth meeting. 

The following lowaus were registered: 

Mrs. H. J. Howe, Marshalltown; Mrs. 


‘William H. Sleeper, Sheldon; Anna Shaw 


Yates, Tipton; Mrs. H. L. Huber, Tipton; 
Clara Estabrook, Eldora; Marian Parker, 
Marshalltown; Earl G. Swem (Cedar Rap- 
ids), Washington, D. C.; Lillian B. Arnold, 
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Michigan City, Ind.; Grace Osborne Ed- 
wards, Superior, Wis; Johnson Brigham, 
Des Moines; Mrs. H. M. Towner, Corning; 
Mrs. W. H. Baily, Des Moines; Priscilla 
Pickrell, Oskaloosa; Carrie O. Barker, 
Hampton; Anna M. Baker, Cedar Falls; W. 
H. Johnston, Ft. Dodge; M. H. Douglass, 
Grinnell; Margaret W. Brown, Chariton; 
Mary E. Wheelock, Grinnell; Emma E. Har- 
vey, Leon; Alice S. Tyler, Des Moines; 
Fanny Duren, Eldora; Kate E. Thompson, 
Nevada; W. P. Payne, Nevada; Almeda M. 
Holman, Mason City; Ella M. McLoney, Des 
Moines; Georgetta Bankson, Waterloo; 
Miriam E. Carey, Burlington; Mrs. Horace 
E. Deemer, Red Oak; R. A. Oberholtzer, 
Sioux City; Mary E. Downey, Ottumwa; 
Mrs. D. W. Norris, Grinnell; Vina E. Clark, 
Ames; Marilla W. Freeman, Davenport; 
Nannie P. Fulton, Keokuk; C. J. A. Eric- 
son, Boone; Mary A. Carpenter, Des Moines; 
Pearl Evans, Atlantic; Newton R. Parvin, 
Cedar Rapids; Lillian Pospishil, Cedar Rap- 
ids; Mrs. William H. Ingham, Algona; Mrs. 
William Larrabee, Clermont; Mary E. Dailey, 
Council Bluffs; Harriet A. Wood, Cedar Rap- 


ids; Gertrude Campbell, Ft. Dodge; Mrs. J. 
M. Carpenter, Ft. Dodge; Mrs. Walter I. 


Hayes, Clinton; Bessie Sargeant Smith, 
Dubuque; Malcolm G. Wyer, Iowa City; 
Carrie McClun, West Liberty. 
MIRIAM E. CarREYy. 
Secretary. 


Resolutions. The committee on reso- 
tions for th.: fifteenth annual meeting of the 
lowa Library Association submitted the fol- 
lowing report: 


Rasolved, That this Association express to 
the Iowa Louisiana Purchase Commission its 
grateful appreciation of the hospitality 
extended throughout the meeting, and sin- 
cerely thank the Commission for the hearty 
co-yperation of its members in offering hospi- 
tality to the American Library Association, 
and for the personal presence and assistance 
of ex-Governor and Mrs. Larrabee, Secretary 
aod Mrs. Conaway, and the members of the 
Auxiliary Committee. 

That to Mrs. Heustis and to Mr. and Mrs. 
Keeler, and to Mr. Mason Slade, the Associa- 
tion extend thanks for the music which added 
so much to the pleasure of the guests at the 
reception on Tuesday evening. 





That this Association express its apprecia- 
tion of the cordial addresses of welcome 
delivered by Mr. F. W. Lehmann, President 
of the Board of ‘Trustees of the St. Louis 
Public Library, by Mr. F. M. Crunden, its 
Librarian, and by the President of the lowa 
Louisiana Purchase Exposition Commission, 
ex-Governor Larrabee. 

That the Association express its apprecia- 
tion of the able manner in which the affairs of 
the Association have been conducted duiing 
the past year, and during the present confer- 
ence, which has put upon the officers an 
added burden of care and responsibility. 

That to its president, Mrs. H. J. Howe, 
the Iowa Library Association express sincere 
gratitude for her untiring service in its behalf, 
especially for the Monograph on the Associat- 
ion, and List of lowa Authors which she has so 
ably and carefully prepared. 

That the Association express its deep sense 
of loss in the death of two of its library pio- 
neers, Mrs. Mary H. Miller formerly State 
Librarian, and Mr. Eldridge P. McElroy of 
Algona. 

That the Association express its most 
cordial interest in, and hearty appreciation of, 
the earnest and capable efforts being made by 
the cataloging committee of the Ohio Library 
Association, to provi ea form of catalog cards 
especially suited to the needs of the smaller 
public libraries; and of the courtesy extended 
by the L:brarian of Congress in giving the 
movement such earnest consideration, to 
whom a copy of this resolution shall be for- 
warded as well as to the chairman of the O. 
L. A. committee. 

JOHNSON BRIGHAM, 
MARILLA W. FREEMAN, 


Harriet C. Towner. 
Committee. 





The great men of culture are those who 
have had a passion for diffusing, for making 
prevail, for carrying from one end of society 
to the other, the best knowledge, the best 
ideas of their time; who have laboured to 
divest knowledge of all that was harsh, un- 
couth, difficult, abstract, professional, exclu- 
sive; to humanize it, to make it efficient out- 
side the clique of the cultivated and learned, 
yet still remaining the best knowledge and 
thought of the time, and a true source, there- 
fore, of sweetness and light. 

MaTHEW ARNOLD. 





CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF 
THE IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIA- 
TION. 


CONSTITUTION. 

Section 1. The name of this association 
shall be the Iowa Library Association. 

Sec. 2. The object of the association 
shall be to promote the library interests of the 
State of Iowa. 

Szec. 3. The executive board of this asso- 
ciation shall consist of the president, vice- 
president, secretary, treasurer, two other as- 
sociation members, and the secretary of the 
Iowa Library Commission, who shall be a 
member of the board ex officio. The officers 
shall be chosen by the association at the an- 
nual meeting, and shall serve one year, and 
until their successors are chosen. Of the 
non-official members of the board, following 
their first election one shall hold office for one 
year, the other for two years. Thereafter 
one member shail be elected at each regular 
annual meeting who shall hold office for two 
years, and until his successor is elected. 

Sec. 4. The executive board shall have 


power to fill all vacancies occurring in the 


board in intervals between meetings of the 
association. Three members of the executive 
board shall constitute a quorum. 

Sec. 5. The president shall perform the 
duties usually pertaining to such office. 

Sec. 6. Thesecretary of the association 
and the secretary of lowa Library Commission 
shall render a report to the association at 
each annual meeting, and these reports shall 
be filed and preserved with the records of the 
association. 

Sec. 7. The treasurer shall keep a per- 
manent roll-book, notify delinquent members 
of unpaid dues, receive all association moneys, 
keeping an accurate record thereof, pay all 
bills authorized by the association or its 
executive board, preserve all official papers, 
and vouchers, and make an annual report of 
official transactions. 

Szc. 8. The rules of order governing the 
association shall be those of Robert’s Manual. 

Sec. 9. This constitution may be 
amended at any annual meeting by a two- 
thirds majority vote of the members present; 
provided, that the proposed amendment has 
been submitted in writing at one session of 
the meeting an: voted upon in a subsequent 
session, 





BY-LAWS. 

SecTION 1. Anv person interested or in- 
stitution engaged in library work may be- 
come a member of the association, and be en- 
titled to all its privileges, on payment an- 
nually of a fee of one dollar. 

Sec. 2. The annual meeting of the asso- 
ciation shall be held in October, at such time 
and place as may be designated by the execu- 
tive committee. 

Sec. 3. During the first day of the an- 
nual session the president shall appoint the 
following committees, consisting of three 
members each: Necrology, Legislation, Res- 
olutions and Nominations. Special commit- 
tees may be appointed in the same manner, 
unless otherwise ordered by the association. 
After appointment the committees on Legisla- 
tion and Necrology shall be standing com- 
mittees for the ensuing year. 

Sec. 4. The President and Secretary of 
the Association and the Secretary of the State 
Library Commission shall constitute the pro- 
gram committee. 

Sec. 5. The adoption of the report of 
the nominating committee shall be considered 
an election. 

Sec. 6. These by-laws may be amended 
at any session by a majority vote of the en- 
rolled members present. 


MEETING OF SOCIETY OF THE 
IOWA LIBRARY SCHOOL. 





The third annual reunion of the students 
and instructors of the Iowa Library School 
was held at the World’s Fair Grounds, St. 
Louis on October 19th, the annual meeting 
of the Iowa Library Association being in ses- 
sion there at that time. A luncheon was given 
at the Inside Inn, after which the Society ad- 
journed to the Iowa building for the business 
meeting. There were present Capt. W. H. 
Johnston, Mrs. H. M. Towner, Mrs. D. W. 
Norris and Miss Alice S. Tyler, of the lowa 
Library Commission, Miss Esther Crawford 
of Cleveland, O., Miss Harriet A. Wood, 
Cedar Rapids P. L., Fanny Duren, Eldora, 
Margaret W. Brown, Chariton P. L., Miriam 
E. Carey, Burlington P. L., Clara E. Esta- 
brook, Eldora P. L., Nannie P. Fulton, Keo- 
kuk P. L., Almeda M. Holman, Mason City 
P. L., Ella M. McLoney and Bertha B. Wil- 
son, Des Moines P. L., Marian Parker, Mar- 
shalltown P. L., Priscilla Pickrell, Oskaloosa 





P. L., Ethel A. Robins, Cedar Rapids P. L., 
Bessie E. Tiffy, Clinton, Mo., Mrs. AnnaS. 
Yates, Tipton P. L. and Mary E. Wheelock, 
Grinnell P. L. Several other members of the 
Society were in the city, but owing to the dif- 
ficulty of communication, failed to receive 
notice of the reunion in time to attend. 

In the absence of the president, Miss Ellen 
G. Stocker, Muscatine P. L., the business 
meeting was called to order by the secretary, 
and Miss Pickrell was chosen temporary chair- 
man. After the report of the secretary and 
treasurer, the following officers were chosen 
for the coming year: Ellen G. Stocker, pres- 
ident, Clara E. Estabrook, vice president, 
Mary E. Wheelock, secretary and treasurer. 

Considering the diversions incident to 
meeting at the Exposition, and the other li- 
brary meetings in session, the reunion was a 
very satisfactory one, including the unusual 
feature of having present several members 
from outside the State. The presence of Miss 
Crawford, who had been obliged on former 
occasions to send her greetings by letter, was 
a source of gratification to all in attendance. 
In response to a request for a few words, she 
told something of her work in the Library 
school in Wes:ern Reserve University, and 
expressed her deep interest in Iowa librarians 
and especially in those who had been con- 
nected with the summer school. Miss Tyler 
added a few words, voicing the sentiment of 
all in the appreciation of the presence of ‘‘our 
Miss Crawford”’ at the reunion. 

Mary E. WHEELOCK, 
Secretary. 





BOOKS FOR THE BLIND. 


The last session of the U. S. Congress 
amended the Postal laws so that books for 
blind readers may be carried /ree through the 
U. S. mail. This is especially gratifying to 
the Iowa Library Commission, as books for the 
blind, in New York Point, are loaned through 
the Traveling Library department of the 
Library Commission'to blind readers in lowa. 

Now that these books can be sent from 
Des Moines to any blind reader in the State, 
absolutely free through the mail, and returned 
in the same way, the Commission hopes to 
extend this feature of the Traveling Library 
as rapidly as the demand for the books and 
the funds for this purpose will permit. 

Further information regarding this, may 
be obtained by writing to the Iowa Library 
Commission, State House, Des Moines. 





AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIA- 
TION-ST. LOUIS MEETING. 


The great Louisiana Purchase Exposition 
will be memorable not only because it has 
measured the advancement of the world in 
science and art and material things, but for 
the great national and international gather- 
ings which have been held there, marking 
the educational progress of the world. 

Few of these organizations have had more 
notable conferences than the American Li- 
brary Association which held its twenty-sixth 
annual meeting during the week beginning 
October 17th. 

The A. L. A. has grown from a member- 
ship of sixty-nine in 1876 to a present mem- 
bership of nearly fourteen hundred. It has 
grown from an experiment to a great educa- 
tional force, second to none in the importance 
and far-reaching influence of its work. 

The advance and supplementary registra- 
tion at St. Louis showed an attendance of 
over six hundred, representing almost every 
state in the Union. The parlors of the In- 
side Inn were used as headquarters for 
registration, distribution of programs and 
general information, but the general sessions 
were held in the main hall of the Hall of Con- 
gresses on the Exposition grounds. 

When the first session was called to order 
Monday afternoon, the hall was filled with 
an expectant, enthusiastic gathering of those 
interested in library matters, anxious to profit 
to the utmost by the conference. The visitors 
were heartily welcomed by Mr. Frederick M. 
Crunden, representing the St. Louis Public 
Library; by President Francis of the Louisiana 
Purchase Exposition, and by Mr. Howard J. 
Rogers, Director of Congresses for the Ex- 
position. 

The most notable feature of this session 
was the annual address of the president, Mr. 
Herbert Putnam, Librarian of Congress. Mr. 
Putnam’s address was an earnest plea for the 
the highest standards in all library activities, 
and could not fail to quicken the intellectual 
and spiritual ideals of those present. Mr. 
Putnam said that those in charge of the pro- 
gram had embraced the opportunity offered 
by the international character of the Exposi- 
tion to extend the program beyond national 
limits. He dwelt upon the great value of the 
international feature of the conference about 
to be held, and extended acordial greeting to. 





the delegates from abroad. Invitations had 
been sent to the principal foreign libraries 
asking that representatives be sent to the con- 
ference to take part in the deliberations and 
report the status of library progress in other 
countries. These invitations were very gen- 
erally accepted, and the more important 
European libraries were represented as well 
as those of China and Japan. The presence 
and addresses of these distinguished visitors 
was a very important and attractive feature of 
the meeting. 

Owing to the participation of so many 
foreign representatives the program assumed 
two distinct phases. One connected with 
international questions, but also of interest to 
America, and the other relating exclusively to 
American library problems. 

In introducing the various foreign dele- 
gates, Mr. Putnam summarized in a graceful 
manner the work each was accomplishing in 
his own country, so that the audience under- 
stood axactly to whom they were listening. 
Prof. Dr. Biagi, of Florence, in charge of one 
of the oldest libraries in Italy, spoke of recent 
library progress in that country. H. Nyuus, 


of Christiana recounted in a delightful manner 


the status of state supported libraries in 
Norway. The dignified and venerable Dr. 
Aksel Anderson gave an interesting account 
of the work of research libraries in Sweden. 
Dr. Steenberg reported the work of popular 
libraries in Denmark, and reports of progress 
in Germany, Austria, New Zealand and Great 
Britain were given. The reports from Great 
Britain occupying almost an entire session. 

Differing in language, in national and 
local conditions, and often in point of view, 
it was noted that in spite of these differences 
there was a marked unity of interest and 
endeavor among those interested in bringing 
books to the people, in all parts of the world. 
All are working out different phases of the 
same problems. It was of especial interest to 
Americans to note that American methods 
are being widely adopted abroad, and that 
the Dewey system of classification is used in 
many of the most progressive foreign libraries. 
**We do not say Doctor Dewey of New York’’ 
said a gentleman from Berlin, ‘‘but Doctor 
Dewey of America.’’ 

Among the subjects of special interest to 
American library workers were ‘‘ State Aid to 
Libraries,’’ presented by Dr. Melvil Dewey 





and Miss Gratia Countryman, secretary of 
the Minnesota Library Commission. Present 
tendencies in classification, cataloguing, an- 
notation, and bibliography, were some of the, 
more technical subjects considered. These 
were given by Mr. Charles Martel of the 
Library of Congress, Mr. W. C. Lane, of 
the Harvard University library, Mr. William 
I, Fletcher, librarian of the Amherst College 
library, and others. : 

Miss Electra C. Doren, of Dayton, Ohio, 
read a valuable and suggestive paper on the 
work now being done by libraries for schools. 
In view of the constantly ‘ncreasing effort for 
co-operation between these two most import- 
ant educational forces in America, Miss 
Doren’s paper was very timely, and will bea 
helpful contribution to the subject. Mrs. 
Salome Cutler Fairchild, of the New York 
State Library School, spoke on ‘'Women in 
American Libraries,’’ and Miss Adelaide 
Hasse, of New York, presented an interesting 
resume of the bibliography of official litera- 
ture, at the meeting devoted to bibliograph- 
ical undertakings of international concern, 
over which Mr. E. C. Richardson, Librarian 
of Princeton University library, presided. 

Much valuable time was saved for papers 
and discussions by having the reports of 
many of the standing and special committees 
ready for distribution in printed form. The 
business of the Association is also facilitated 
by referring much of it, including the nomi- 
nations for officers, to the American Library 
Association Council for action. The Council 
consists of the executive board, and twenty- 
five members, elected by the Association, five 
each year, to hold office for five years. These 
representatives are chosen from the ablest and 
best informed members of the association, 
and the management is safely intrusted to 
them. Iowa’s representative on the Council is 
Mr. Johnson Brigham, President of the Iowa 
Library Commission and State Librarian. 

At the last session of the conference, held 
Saturday morning, Mr. Putnam said a few 
words of farewell and appreciation of their 
presence to the foreign delegates, and each 
of the visitors responded in a graceful little 
speech, insome instances in his own language. 
Other incidents of the closing session were re- 
ports from the A. L. A. Council, from the 
tellers of election, and disposal of unfini-hed 
business. . 
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With the exception of the initial meeting on 
Monday afternoon, all the general A. L. A. 
sessions were held in the morning, leaving the 
afternoons free for other meetings. Several 
of the usual section meetings were omitted 
this year, but meetings of the State Library 
Commission’s section were held for the pur- 
pose of considering plans for more extensive 
co-operation. Ten State Library Commissions 
were represented and a Library Commission 
League was organized for carrying forward 
co-operative work, Mr. H. E. Legler of the 
Wisconsin Library Commission being elected 
chairman and Miss Alice S. Tyler of the Iowa 
Library Commission, secretary. Animated 
discussion of the needs of the commission 
field of work were held and it is believed that 
the League will prove a most practical means 
of forwarding the work of all the commissions. 

A meeting of the National Association of 
State Librarians of which the State Librarian 
of Iowa, Mr. Brigham, was president, occu- 
pied two afternoons. The Library Associa- 
tions of Missouri, Kansas and New York, as 
well as Iowa, held their annual meetings dur- 
ing the week. A meeting of the American 


Bibliographical Society was also held. 


It wasin all respects a successful ‘‘library 
week’’, and there will go out from it an inspira- 
tion and strengthening of purpose which only 
the future can measure. 

The Social Side. In the little 1904 
hand book prepared by the secretary of the 
A. L. A. the statement is made ‘‘in addition 
to the benefits derived from the formal pro- 
ceedings and papers presented at the various 
sessions of each general meeting, those in at- 
tendance find a distinct practical value in the 
iaformal discussions and individual con- 
ferences made possible by the intervals be- 
tween sessions.’’ It is this personal touch, 
this social side of any great gathering which 
gives it its greatest value, and is necessary to 
its success. The opportunity ‘‘to promote 
acquaintance and esprit de corps’’ among the 
members should be, and is, considered one of 
its reasons for existence. 

The ‘‘social side’’ of the A. L. A. com- 
menced as soon as delegates began to arrive at 
the Inside Inn, which was headquarters for 
members of the association. Men and women 
from all sections of the country came together 
with the same objects in view, and were eager 
to clasp hands and look into one another’s 





faces. Widely separated friends planned to 
be together throughout the meeting. Every 
little group scattered about the lobby at the 
‘*‘Inn”’ that first day was constantly aug- 
mented by new arrivals. One group was 
speedily made acquainted with another, and 
the most delightful informality prevailed. 
Two women were introduced, one from 
Maine, the other from Kansas. Almost 
together they cried ‘‘why, we went to school 
together in Massachusetts.’’ Similiar in- 
cidents were constantly occurring, and 
greater than any inspiration and practical 
help derived from the six days’ program, was 
the human sympathy and fine enthusiasm 
engendered by this opportunity to come 
closely in touch with one another. 

One of the notable social features was the 
reception given Monday evening bythe Mis- 
souri State Commission, the Directors and 
friends of the Mercantile Library and of the 
St. Louis Public Library. The reception 
was held in the beautiful Missouri building, 
the most complete and elaborate State build- 
ing on the Exposition grounds. The A. L. 
A. guests were happy to avail themselves of 
the opportunity for social intercourse, and 
appreciated the hospitality offered. During 
the evening the delegates were seated in the 
Assembly Hall to hear a word of welcome 
from the Missouri Commission, and to listen 
to an address by Hon. Frederick W.Lehmann, 
president of the board of directors of the St. 
Louis Public Library. 

On Tuesday evening another reception was 
given the A. L. A. at the Iowa _ building, by 
the Iowa Library Association and the lowa 
Commission to the Louisiana Purchase Expo- 
sition. Under the capable leadership of Mrs. 
H. J. Howe, of Marshalltown, who was not 
only the President of the lowa Library Asso- 
ciation but a member of the Auxiliary Com- 
mittee of the lowa Commission, most complete 
arrangements had been made for the comfort 
and pleasure of the guests. The President 
of the lowa Louisiana Purchase Exposition 
Commission, ex-Governor Larrabee, Mrs. 
Larrabee, Mrs. W. H. Baily, Mrs. H. E. 
Deemer, Secretary and Mrs. Conaway, 
and several other members of the Com- 
mission were present, and assisted in 
receiving and entertaining the guests. An 
especial effort was made to make people 
acquainted, and the home-like air of the 





attractive and well arranged Iowa building 
gave the gathering an unusual charm. Some 
exceptionally good music had been arranged, 
light refreshments were served, and music 
furnished for those who cared to dance. The 
reception was considered one of the most 
successful social events of the week. 

Among the courtesies offered members of 
the A. L. A. by the St. Louis Public Library 
was a trip around the lagoon Wednesday 
evening and complimentary admissions to 
Hagenbeck’s on Friday evening. 

A. L. A. parties ‘‘seeing the Exposition’’ 
were encountered everywhere, although the 
attendance at the general sessions of the As- 
sociation did not seem to suffer thereby. 

Library school reunions and many pleasant 
luncheons and dinners arranged by groups of 
friends added to the pleasure of the week, 
and at its close all parted with reluctance. 





A MONOGRAPH ON THE IOWA 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


The Iowa Library Association owes much 
to Mrs. H. J. Howe, its president for 1903-04, 
not only for her executive ability and careful 
forethought in all departments of the work, 
for the dignity and tact with which she pre- 
sided at the meeting of the Association at St. 
Louis, which won all hearts, but for two very 
valuable additions which have been made by 
her to Iowa library literature; one a sketch of 
the association from its organization in 1890, 
the other a carefully prepared list of books by 
Iowa authors. Both of these were needed and 
the gratitude and appreciation of the Associa- 
tion are due Mrs. Howe for this service. 

The little booklet on the Iowa Library As- 
sociation is attractively printed, and tastefully 
arranged. An introductory note by Mrs. 
Howe says: ‘‘This sketch is compiled from 
the records, and issued by the Association for 
the purpose of keeping green the memory of 
those who led the way in our state library 
work, but have passed beyond the mists; to 
show our grateful appreciation of the work of 
those who are with us; to inspire earnest 
thought in those who shall follow, and serve 
as a milestone in the fifteenth year of the 
organization.’’ The work of compilation has 
been most systematically and carefully done, 
with a fine discrimiation for that which is im- 
portant and worthy of mention. 





An account of the invitation to librarians 
and to all those interested in libraries sent out 
by Mrs. Ada North, then librarian of the 
State University library at Iowa City, gives 
us a glimpse of the beginnings of library inter- 
est in Iowa. The meeting was held in Des 
Moines at the State Library, September 2, 
1830, and an organization effected called the 
Iowa Library Society. The history of the 
Association is traced from the records of the 
annual meetings, and in this way many 
things are saved from oblivion which have an 
important bearing upon the development of 
libraries in Iowa. 

After tracing the history of the Association 
Mrs. Howe sums up that which has been 
accomplished, and calls attention to the 
many ways in which the association has be- 
come a power in the state. 

A list of officers from 1890 to 1904 is given, 
there is an ‘‘In Memoriam’’ list, and a roster 
of the present membership completes the lit- 
tle book which will be prized by every one in- 


terested in Iowa library progress. 
H.C. T. 





LIST OF BOOKS BY IOWA 
AUTHORS. 


The ‘‘List of Books by Iowa Authors’’ 
compiled by Mrs. H. J. Howe is an outgrowth 
of her work as chairman of the exhibit com- 
mittee of the lowa L. P. E. Commission in 
collecting an exhibit of books by Iowa 
authors for the Iowa building at St. Louis. 
The pamphlet is published by the Iowa Library 
Commission in the belief that it will be of great 
value to the libraries of lowa. The reason for 
printing the list is given in a prefatory note: 
‘*This committee found it so difficult to trace 
the literary sons and daughters of Iowa that, 
having once secured the information it seemed 
desirable to put it in printed form.’’ 

The list includes as lowa authors ‘ ‘those 
who were born in the State, those who moved 
into the State when children and became 
identified with it, and those living in the State 
at the present time and doing literary work.’’ 
In going through the list one is strongly im- 
pressed with the amount of labor involved in 


' obtaining, classifying and arranging it. 


Following the book titles, is given the pub- 
lisher, date of publication and birthplace and 
present address of the author when known. 
The list is invaluable not only to libraries, 





but to all who are interested in the literature 
of lowa. While the compiler states that there 
are undoubtedly omissions and errors, the 
fact that no such list has heretofore been avail- 
able makes its value evident. It is the hope 
of the Library Commission to print a new 
edition in a few years, when additional in- 
formation has been secured; and the compiler 
will appreciate receiving corrections or addi- 
tional names or titles of books that may have 
been omitted. 

The list is for free distribution within the 
State and may be obtained of the Iowa Li- 
brary Commission, Des Moines. 





IOWA SUMMER LIBRARY SCHOOL, 
1904. 


The lowa Summer Library School held its 
fourth annual session at the State University, 
lowa City, June 18th to July 30th. Twenty- 
five students were enrolled; nineteen from 
lowa, two from Nebraska, one each from 
Oklahoma, Missouri, Utah and Illinois. 

The director, Miss Tyler, was in residence 
during the session and gave the lectures on 
general library subjects. As in previous 
years, Miss Esther Crawford, of the Western 
Reserve University Library School, was chief 
instructor, having charge of the work in clas- 
sification, cataloguing and book numbers. 
The course in library work with children was 
given as heretofore, by Miss Anna Carroll 
Moore, librarian of the Children’s Depart- 
ment, Pratt Institute Library, Brooklyn, N. 
Y. Instruction in trade bibliography, bind- 
ing and the repair of books was given by Miss 
Edith Tobitt, librarian of the Omaha (Neb.) 
Public Library. Miss Fanny Duren, of 
Eldora, had charge of the work of revision. 
A course of six lectures on the ‘‘Six 
Uncrowned Rulers of Europe,’’ by Prof. W. 
C. Wilcox, in the regular Summer Session of 
the University was greatly enjoyed by the 
students of the Library School. 

Various other interesting lectures were 
given during the term. Mrs. H. M. Towner 
of the Library Commission, spoke on ‘‘The 
Librarian’s Opportunities’ and ‘‘The Library 
and Club.’”’ A talk on ‘‘Business Methods’’ 
by Miss M. E. Ahern, editor Public Ltbra- 
vies, furnished some extremely practical ideas 
in a most entertaining manner. Mr. Johnson 
Brigham, State Librarian, and President I. 





57 


L. C., gave a most interesting address on 
Iowa authors. Miss Brown of the Library 
Commission, spoke to the school on the lowa 
Traveling Library and ‘‘Library Buildings.’’ 

The State Library Assvuciation and its 
work was presented by the President of the 
Association, Mrs. Henry J. Howe, of Mar- 
shalltown. She also talked on the collection 
of the books by Iowa authors, made for the 
Iowa building of the Louisiana Purchase 
Exposition at St. Louis, and the list of them 
which she had in preparation for publication. 
‘*A representative selection of books on his- 
tory for a Public Library,’’ by Prof. W. C. 
Wilcox, and ‘‘Iowa and Local History,’’ by 
Dr. B. F. Shambaugh, were two lectures that 
proved especially valuable. Miss Mary E. 
Wheelock of the Stewart Library, Grinnell, 
as Secretary of the Society of the Iowa 
Library School, gave a brief talk on the 
organization and its object. 

As heretofore, there was an advanced 
course given for students who had previously 
taken the first year work. 

The course for the first year class comprised 
daily instruction and practice in classification 
and cataloging, attempt being made to cover 
only the principles of author and title entry. 
Instruction was also given on book numbers, 
accessioning, shelf-listing, loan system, serials 
and the mechanical preparation of books. 

The lectures on reference work given by 
the director, Miss Tyler, were based upon 
Miss Kroeger’s ‘‘Guide to the Study of Refer- 
ence Books,’’ in connection with practice 
work on the use of the standard books of 
reference. Reading lists were prepared on 
subjects chosen by the student, which would 
be suitable for club use, or for work with the 
schools, in their home libraries. 

The director gave lectures on general 
library subjects, including statistics and re- 
ports, books selection and buying, library 
architecture and interior arrangement, library 
administration, and methods of popularizing 
a library. 

Miss Crawford, with her group of earnest 
second-year students gathered about her for 
the discussion of problems in classification 
and cataloging, reminded one of the philoso- 
pher Socrates and his devoted disciples. 
Most helpful and inspiring were the confer- 
ences held in the senior room; there the in- 
structor sought ever to awaken in the minds 











of her students a clear conception of the 
underlying principles of cataloging, the 
end to be sought, and to give to that branch 
of library science so often considered mere 
‘*dry bones,’’ the real flesh and blood which 
alone makes library work vital and effective. 

Careful work was done in subject and 
analytical cataloging, based upon the prelim- 
inary work of previous years, practical work 
being furnished by the classifying and com- 
plete cataloging of a few volumes selected 
from the collection of school district books be- 
longing to the University library. 

For additional work selected from the 
regular University course, the lectures by 
Professor Wilcox, on ‘‘ The Eastern Ques- 
tion,’’ proved very instru-tive and izteresting. 
interesting. 

The course in children’s work given by 
Miss Moore, consisted of two lectures daily, 
during the last two weeks of the session. 

The morniog hours were devoted to the 
discussion of methods of library work with 
children, and the afternoon, to talks on chil- 
dren’s books, the latter being based upon 
Miss Moore’s ‘‘List of Books Recommended 
for a Children’s Library”’. Opportunity was 
given for the examination of many of these 
books, by means of practical problems involv- 
ing their use. With the lecture on methods, 
an exhibition of picture bulletins from the 
Pratt Institute Library, gave very helpful sug- 
gestions, as to their use and abuse. Miss 
Moore brings to her classes the inspiration, 
made possible through a sympathetic under- 
standing of the child nature and keen apprecia- 
tion of its needs and requirements, and her 
presence added much to the pleasure as well 
as the helpfulness of the session. 

The Phi Delta Theta Fraternity House was 
secured for the use of the students, asa library 
home, and this proved a very enjoyable fea- 
ture of the session, the director, instructor 
and students living there to the full capacity 
of the house and making it the social center of 
the school. 

Upon invitation of the board of trustees 
and librarian, on July 16th, the library schools 
in company with the instructors and visiting 


lecturers, visited Tipton to attend the formal : 


dedication of the new. Carnegie library build- 
ing. This gave an opportunity for the ino- 
spection of a well planned and attractive small 
library. The school was most royally enter- 








tained at dinner by Mr. and Mrs. Gunsolus, 
and Miss Gunsolus, Mrs. Gunsolus being one 
of the Tipton trustees and Miss Gunsolus a 
former student of the lowa Library School; 
the club women of Tipton entertained the 
schoolat tea. It was a most enthusiastic com- 
pany of young people who returned to Iowa 
City that evening; enthusiastic in praise of 
the beautiful and convenient building, of the 
hospitality of the people of Tipton and of the 
splendid work accomplished by the librarian, 
Mrs. Yates. 

Among the various pleasant social events, 
may be noted the delightful reception given by 
President and Mrs. McLean at their home; the 
Fourth of July picnic on the banks of the 
Iowa and the annual moonlight tally-ho ride, 

The following students were enrolled: 
Pearl Bahner, Forest City; Flora B. Bailey, 
Perry; Myrtle E. Bailey, Grinnell; Ursula P. 
Bryant, Marion; Lillian E. Cook, Clinton; 
Kittis B. Freed, Ames; Carolyn Gabrilsen, 
Ames; Edna A. Goodrell, Des Moines; The- 
odosia Hamilton, Indianola; Grace W. Har- 
ris, Ogden, Utah; Mrs. Lou Hauer, West Lib- 
erty; Almeda M. Holman, Mason City; 
Elizabeth M. Horton, Algona; Jessie S. Mc- 
Bride, Davenport; Mable O. McNish, Fre- 
mont, Neb.; Cora Miltimore, Stillwater, 
Okla.; Marion Parker, Marshalltown; Mary 
L. Parkhurst, Marion; Mary K. Ray, Kear- 
ney, Neb.; Jessie E. Ritchie, Oskaloosa; 
Jennie Roberts, lowa City; M. Blanche 
Swan, Mt. Pleasant: Eleanor Thompson, 
Jacksonville. Ill.; Bessie E. Tiffy, Clinton, 
Mo.; Eliza E. Townsend, Keokuk. 





The habit of reading is much easier to 
implant than the habit of observation, be- 
cause of the immense variety of attractive 
books, and their accessibility. The good 
schoo! should guide the child’s reading from 
its earliest years, protecting it from rubbish, 
and leading it into real literature; for as 
means of lifelong intellectual growth, and of 
defense or refuge from the inevitable ills of 
life, there is nothing better than good books, 
even though one’s daily occupation leaves but 
a few minutes a day for reading. School and 
college can do nothing better for the rising 
generation than to implant this habit; and 
that public education which does not implant 


it on a great scale has in good a measure 
failed. CHARLEs W. Exror, 
Pres. of Harvard College. 
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CHARITON PUBLIC LIBRARY—CARNEGIE BUILDING. 


LIBRARY NEWS OF THE STATE. 


Ames. The dedication of the Carnegie 
building of the Ames Public Library occurred 
September 16th at 2:30 p.m., in the Congrega- 
tional Church. The program for the exer- 
cises was as follows: 


Organ Voluntary.... ........ 
Invocation. 
Music, Solo. . 
Report of Bullding Comnmpitten. . 
Mr. Geo. Judisch, Coairman 
Presentation of Keys to Library Board by Prof. 
G. W. Bissell on behalf of the City Council. 
Dr. O. H. Cessna 
President of _ Board. 
Music, Solo.... oameun . Mrs. Geo. Judisch 
- Miss Alice Tyler 
of the State Library Commission. 
‘ -President A. B. Storms 
“of Iowa State College. 
Masic, Solo.. 


.» Miss McConnell 


..Mrs. L. OC. Tilden 


Roy Bradley 
” Benediction. 
Postlude .... - -.Miss McConnell 
The nations cost t $10, 000, and is conve :i- 
ently arranged for the needs of a small 
library, with book room, general reading 
room, childrens’ room and a librarian’s room, 
all on the main floor. 

The beautiful lot on which the building was 
erected was a gift from Hon. W. M. Greeley 
and wife, Mrs. Greeley being a member of 
the Board of Library Trustees. 

No free public library had existed in Ames 
previous to this time, but a start was made a 
few years ago by the P. E. O. Society, and 


| tion for the new library. 








| about five hundred volumes as the result of 


that effort, serve as the nucleus of the collec- 
A book fund is 
being provided by the citizens of Ames, the 
movement being headed by Professor Stanton 
and other professors of the State College at 
Ames. About eight hundred d llars has 
been contributed to this fund. 

Miss Lorena Webber, who attended the 
Library School at the University of Illinois 
last year, is the librarian, and Miss Kiitie 
Freed, of Ames, who attended the Iowa Sum- 
mer Library School the past summer, is asso- 
ciated with her in the work. The Board of 
Trustees consists of Dr. O. H. Cessna, 
president; Miss Myrtle Lanning, secretary; 
J. E. Judge, Mrs. E. W. Stanton, George 
Judisch, Mrs. M. K. Smith, J. J. Grove, 
Mrs. G. Hulze, Mrs. Mary Greeley. 

Chariton. The dedicatory exercises of 
the new Carnegie library building at Chari- 
ton took place October 28th, with the foll »w- 
ing program: 

Children’s Program at he Library Building. 
1:30 P.M. 


ASSEMBLY OF CHARITON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
(The children Emascping 6 the Library from the school 
buildings in charge of the teachers.) 

FLAG RAISING BY THE OLD THIRTEEN 
CHAPTER, D. A. R. 

Assisted by the National Guard and G. A. R. 


(The flag presented to the Library by the D. A RB. 
Chapter. ) 
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TALK ON PATRIOTISM BY REV. F. B. PALMER. 
SONG, ‘‘AMERICA.” 


All the grades will pass through the Library, placing 


the books presented by them on the shelves 
of the Children’s Room. 
At the First Methodist Church. 
8 O'CLOCK P.M. 
MUSIC. 
Invocation—REV. B. F MILLER. 
INTRODUCTORY. 

Mr. FRANK R. Crocker, Chairman of the Day. 
THE INFLUENCE OF THE LIBRARY IN 
CHARACTER BUILDING. 

Mr. THomas Gay, President of the Board of Trustees 
GREETING. 

Mrs. Henry J. Howe, President Iowa Library 
Association. 

SONG, ‘‘THE OLD THIRTEEN.” 

MISS HETTIE OLIVE LEWIS. 

UNITY OF EDUCATIONAL INTERESTS 

‘ AND WORE: 
The Library Movement in Iowa, Mr. Johnson Brig- 
ham, State Librarian. 
The Club and the Library, Mrs. Horace M. Towner, 
of the Iowa Library Commission. 

The School and the Library, Miss Laura Fitch, Super- 
intendent Lucas County Schools. 
Libraries and the State, Hon. C. G. Saunders, 
Council Bluffs. 

The Library in its Local Relations, Miss Alice 8S. 


Tyler, Secretary Iowa Library Commission. 
MUSIC. 
RECEPTION AT THE LIBRARY, 
7:80 O’CLOCK P.M. 


In the dedication of the building, a unique 
feature was introduced in the special program 
set apart for the children, and as requests 
have been received for information regarding 
this special program, a description of the event 
given by the editor of the Mt. Pleasant Re- 
publican is reprinted in part: 

‘*There never was a finer autumn day, 
nor a more inspiring sight, than the one to be 
seen at the Chariton Public Library on Friday, 
October 28th. The summer sun returned as 
if in benediction upon the event, and through 
the October haze, shone over a picture that 
will last long in the memory of the beholders. 
The center of this picture was a magnificent 
flag staff crowned by a brass image of the 
American eagle grasping in its beak the hal- 
yard up which was presently to ascend a fine 
American flag, both staff and flag to be pre- 
sented to the library by Chariton’s Daughters 
of the American Revolution, known as ‘‘The 
Old Thirteen’’ chapter. Facing this flag pole, 
with the library building as a background 
stood the members of the D. A. R., the Board of 





Trustees and invited visitors and orators of 
theday. Facing the pole onthe opposite side 
stood a little band of G. A. R. Back of these 
and filling the streets on south and east of the 
building were Company H, I. N. G. and 
school children, each one carrying a small 
American flag presented for the occasion 
by Prof. J. B. Morris, Superintendent of 
Schools. Back of these and filling side 
streets as far one could see, or occupying 
neighboring porches and windows was a mul- 
titude of people drawn thither from all parts 
of the county to witness this event that means 
so much to the community. 

‘*To the center of this picture advanced 
the Vice-Regent of the D. A. R. Chapter, 
who presented the flag in a few well chosen 
words, and grasping the halyard, the beauti- 
ful flag slowly ascended to the top. Cheer 
after cheer broke from the assembled multi- 
tude; every flag in the hands of the school 
children was lifted on high and waived while 
their childish voices joined in the glad acclaim. 
But the most touching cheer of all was that 
which came from the veterans of the civil war, 
with tear wet eyes and upturned faces in 
which were so clearly revealed the devotion 
and love for the flag which led them into the 
valley and the shadow of death; and cer- 
tainly there was in all that crowd no deeper 
thrill of patriotism, no clearer sense of a duty 
well done than that which came to the battle 
scarred soldiers as they watched the beautiful 
flag waving high above the heads of the chil- 
dren, and no better deserved tribute than that 
accorded by the speaker to the soldiers whose 
service to their country made it possible for 
this library to be erected and to place within 
reach of their children the peaceful use of this 
means of education. 

‘*When the cheers had subsided, there fol- 
lowed a spirited short address on “‘Patriotism’’ 
by Rev. Palmer, and the children sang 
‘*America.’’ At the close, the children in 
regular order marched through the library 
building and, in the children’s room, placed 
upon the shelves previously marked with the 
name of the school and teacher, the books 
which each school had brought for donation 
to the library. Uniformed officers of Com- 
pany H, lowa National Guard, superintended 
the march. This ended the outdoor program. 
The people then assembled in the Methodist 
church to listen to the addresses.’’ 
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DENISON PUBLIC LIBRARY—CARNEGIE BUILDING. 


Mr. Thomas Gay, President of the Board 
of Trustees, though able to be present was 
unable to deliver his admirable address on 
**The Influence of the Library in Character 
Building,’’ owing to a recent illness. The 
Trustees as an expression of appreciation of 
his valued services to the library, had the ad- 
dress printed, and copies were distributed to 
those in attendance. Mr. Gay, at the close 
of a most interesting program, formally an- 
nounced the dedication of the building. Mr. 
F. R. Crocker acted as chairman and made a 
few introductory remarks regarding the be- 
ginning and growth of the library movement 
in Chariton. 


Mr. Carnegie gave $11,000 for this build- 
ing and clubs and individuals have contrib- 
uted to the finishing and furnishing so that 
completed it cost something over this amount. 

All the rooms for daily use are on the main 
floor with complete supervision from the 
librarian’s desk; these rooms include book 
room, general reading room, children’s room, 
librarian’s 1com and study room. In the 
basement are the lecture room, seating abou; 
one hundred fifty, Lucas County Historical 
Society room for the collection and preserva- 
tion of local history, and other smaller rooms. 
The tasteful interior finish and furnishing 
and convenience of arrangement have been 
the especial concern of the building commit- 
tee, of which Miss Brown of the Library 
Commission and a resident of Chariton, has 
been a most active member during her leave 
of absence the past summer. 





Council Bluffs. The corner stone of 
the new $70,000 library, the gift of Mr. 
Andrew Carnegie, was laid September 6th. 

The program was-as follows: 


...Covalt’s Band 


Trustee Free Public Library. 
Address ...... ..Hon. 4. E. Deemers 
Chief J ustice ‘Supreme Court of Iowa. 
Vocal music .... .. o .. Carnegie Glee Clab 
Address .... Hon. Walter I. ‘Smith, Member Congress. 
Address.. Hon. J. M. Galvin, 
"Trustee Free Public Library. 
Vocal music.. ..Carnegie Glee Club 
Laying Corner Stone oy Council Bluffs Lodge No 
531, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 


Denison. The new Carnegie library 
building of the Denison Public Library was 
dedicated Wednesday evening, August 10th. 

The dedicatory exercises were held in front 
of the building on a platform erected for the 
purpose and the street in front was provided 
with temporary seats for the audience. 


The program was as follows: 
Invocation . 
Music . 
The Mission of the Free Public Liteary.. 

Johnson ee President Iowa Library Com. 


- Chorus 
Rev. "Dr. z Miller 
-.--Chorus 


Benediction... ceces ce . 
Through ‘the offer of Mr.George W. Schee 
of Primgar, of $1,000 for book fund, with the 
provision that the citizens raise $2,500 more, 
came the impetus which obtained the library 
building for Denison. A number of citizens 
interested themselves in obtaining the gift, 
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and then it was that Mr. Carnegie was asked 
to provide a suitable home for housing the li- 
brary. He responded with gift of $12,500. 
Mr. J. P. Miller, a former resident, presented 
his old home as a building site and the citi- 
zens were generous in their gifts, the total 
amount being about $3,000 for book fund, 
while the City Federation of Women’s Clubs 
furnished the room in the Lasement asa meet- 
ing place for all clubs of a literary nature. 

The building consists or one story with 
basement, the main floor being occupied by 
general readiog room, children’s room, ref- 
erence study, librarian’s room, stack room 
and delivery room. 

At the close of the exercises a large num- 
ber of people availed themselves of the oppor- 
tunity of inspecting the building. 

The architects are Cox & Schoentgen of 
Council Bluffs. 

The librarian is Miss Grace Myers, and 
the board of trustees are: W. A. McHenry, 
chairman; H. H. Savage, secretary; Hon. J. 
P. Connor, Charles Tabor, P. E. C. Lally, 
R. Lehfeldt, B. Brodersen, Carl F. Kuehnle, 
J. B. Romans. 

Grinneli. The large addition of books 
to the Free Public Library of Grinnell within 
the past three years has made the cataloging 
of the collection no small task, and Miss 
Fannie Duren of Eldora, is assisting Miss 
Wheelock, the librarian, in this work. Miss 
Duren was with the Library Commission this 
summer, as supply during the leave of ab- 
sence granted Miss Brown, for the purpose of 
devoting some time to the completion of the 
new library building in her home town. 


Vinton. The dedicatory exercise of the 
Carnegie building for the Free Public Library 
at Vinton, were held Thursday evening 
August 25th, at 7:30 o’clock in the Presby 
terian church. 

The program was as follows: 

Invocation Rev. DeWitt Clinton 
Music.. wien — - Quartet 
Transfer of Building to the ‘City | _— 

....J. E. Marietta, Secretary Building ‘Committee 
Reception of Building and Delivery of Keys of 

Library Board.................E. M. Evans, Mayor 
Acceptance of the Trust 

G. M. Gilchrist, President Library Trustees 

History of Library ...Mrs. Dora Shinn 
Address. . 

.- Dr. A. 'B. Storme, President lows State College 

At the close of the exercises a reception 


was held in the library. 





The librarian is Mrs. J. R. Adams, and 
the board of trustees are G. M. Gilchrist, 
president; W. C. Ellis, vice-president; Alex 
Runyon, Secretary; Mrs. W. S. Goodhue, 
Mrs. D. W. Lane, A. B. Forrester, Mrs. Cato 
Sells, Mrs. G. W. Luckey, Arthur White. 

West Branch On September 30th 
occurred the dedication of the tasteful little 
library building presented to the town of 
West Branch for the use of a free public 
library, by Mrs. Hulda Enlow, a citizen of 
thattown. The building and lot cost about 
$2,500 and provides ample and convenient 
room for the library thee, which upon the 
vote of the citizens, is to be supported by 
municipal tax, this being the only condition 
of Mrs. Enlow’s gift. 

The program for the dedicatory exercises 
was as follows, Dr. L. J. Leech acting as 
chairman: 

History of the Library........Miss Bertha Armstrong 
Presentation of building on behalfof Mrs. Enlow, 
by Reverend Stribbling 
Acceptance of gift . pwenkes . @. C. Hoover 
The a and the People... Prof. S H. Mott 
Address... : ..Miss Alice 8. Tyler, 
‘Secretary low a Library Commission 


This library owes its beginning to the 
earnest and courageous efforts of the young 
people of West Branch, three of the church 
societies for young people, uniting in 1901, in 
the formation of a Young Peoples’ Union to 
work for a public library. They provided in 
various ways for the suppo:t of che little 
library, having obtained about five hundred 
volumes which they turn over to the new 
library. 

The board of trustees are as follows: 
C. H. Hathaway, president; G. C. Hoover, 
secretary; Prof. S. H. Mott, Bertha Arm- 
strong, Cora Varney, A. C. Hunter, Howard 
Michner, E. L. Hollingsworth and Hon. L. 
J. Leech. Miss Sina Armstrong is the 
librarian. 





‘*Perhaps one book in a hundred is worth 
reading. Perhaps one in a thousand is worth 


preserving. But, to the critical mind, with 
its cultivated tastes for the best, there is some- 
thing discouraging in the complete worthless- 
ness of the vast majority of current books 
Without thought, without style, withought a 


‘grain of beauty, or an iota of sense, they. are 
I 


- 


dumped upon us by the bushel. 
do not believe that the ambitious but wholly 
unqualified author is to blame for thisenormous 
waste of energy. I very much blame the 
publishers.’’ Briss CARMAN. 





IOWA LIBRARY COMMISSION. 


MEMBERS £% Officiis. 
JoHNSON BaicHamM, State Librarian, President 
JoHN F. Ruiccs, Statz Superintendent of 
Public Instruction. 
Georce E. MacLean, / esiden! of the State 
University. 
MEMBERS BY APPOINTMENT. 
Mrs. Harriet C. Towner, Corning. 
Mrs. Anna B. Hows, Marshalltown. 
Mrs. EcizaBetu 3. Norris, Grinnell. 
Capt. W. H. Jounston, Fort Dodge. 


ALIce S. TYLER, Secretary, Des Moines. 








LIBRARY COMMISSIONER. 


Early in October, Mrs. Henry J. Howe, 
of Marshalltown, President of the Iowa 
Library Association at that time, and well 
known to all library workers and club women 
of tne State, for her efficient services to both 
clubs and libraries, was appointed by Gov- 
ernor Cummins to membership on the Library 
Commission. 

Under the provisions uf the State law 
which created the lowa Library Commission 
the appointment to membership on the Com- 
mission, is made by the Governor for a 
period of five years. The term of Mrs. Jessie 
Waite Davidson of Burlington, one of the 
original members of the Commission, having 
expired July 1, 1904, it became necessary for 
her successor to be appointed. The many 
friends of Mrs. Davidson among the library 
workers of the state, appreciate the valuable 
service she has rendered and may feel assured 
of her continued interest in library work 
though not officially connected with it at 
present. 





INDEX TO THE QUARTERLY. 

With this number of the Commission 
Quarterly, the fourth volume is concluded, 
this being the sixteenth number issued since 
January, 1901. An index to these numbers 
is being prepared and will be mailed to all 
libraries on our mailing list in a short time. 
It is hoped that the libraries have preserved 
these numbers during four years, and that, 
with the index and title page provided, they 
may be bound for future reference. 
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A. L. A. CATALOG. 

The long expected ‘‘A. L. A. Catalog’’ of 
8,000 volumes for a popular library was issued 
in time for the American Library Association 
conference at St. Louis and is being sent to all 
the public libraries free ot charge. TheA. L. 
A. Catalog issued by the United States Bureau 
of Education in 1893, in connection with the 
library exhibit at the World’s Fair at Chicago 
proved to be such a very useful list and such 
an absolute necessity to all librarians that 
there has been an urgent demand for a new 
list. The ten years that have passed since 
the first catalog was issued, have been prolific 
in books and a large part of the titles in the 
old list are either out of print or have been 
succeeded by more desirable books in the 
various classes represented. For this reason 
the new A. L.A. Catalog is most welcome as 
it will serve as a selected list in the selection 
and purchase of books on the various subjects. 
It is arranged in two parts—the classed cata- 
log and the dictionary catalog; and as the 
D. C. class numbers are given, it will be of 
very definite help to the inexperienced librar- 
ian in classification. 

This Catalog is issued by the Library of 
Congress and the New York State Library 
under the auspicies of the American Library 
Association Publishing Loard, as a contribut- 
ion to the exhibit of library progress in the 
United States in connection with the Louisiana 
Purchase Exposition. It isdistributed free to 
all libraries and can be obtained by individuals 
from the Library of Congress for 25 cents in 
paper, or 50 cents in cloth. 





Mary M. Miller. 

Mary M. Miller first president of the 
lowa Library Association, died in Des Moines, 
March 28, 1904. In 1862 she came to lowa 
and taught in the public schools of Eddyville, 
and later at Ottumwa. In 1867 she was mar- 
ried to Lieutenant Samuel Miller, of the 
Fourth lowa Cavalry, who died in 1872. 
After the death of her husband she taught in 
the Des Moines public schools until in May, 
1888, she was appointed by Governor Larra- 
bee to succeed Mrs. S. B. Maxwell as State 
Librarian. She also retained her position 
throughout Governor Boies’ term of office. 
She was elected President of the lowa 
Library Association in 1890. In 1896 she 





became matron of the Business Women’s 
Home in Des Moines, but resigned after a 
short time owing to ill health. In 1896 she 
assumed the duties as matron of the Soldiers’ 
Home at Marshalltown, where she remained 
until October 31, 1903, when her serious con- 
dition of health made resignation necessary. 

Mrs. Miller, during her long residence in 
Des Moines, was an active and influential 
member of the Central Presbyterian Church. 
She was kindly helpful to all who needed aid, 
and she had the true spirit of the librarian, a 
scorn ‘‘for miserable aims that end with self.’’ 
Her last long illness was attended with much 
suffering, but through it all her spirit re- 
tained to the last the patience and the love 
that ‘‘suffereth iong and is kind.’’ 


Sata B. Marweil. 


Sara B. Maxwell formerly State Librarian 
died October 12, 1904, at the home of her 
daughter in Pittsburg, where she was visiting. 

Mrs. Maxwell was born in Ohio in 1837; 
she attended the academies of Bryan and 
West Unity, Ohio, and after she left school, 
taughtf or five years covering the period 
from 1853 to 1858. She married William 
Maxwell in 1858, and in 1863 they moved 
to Panora, Iowa. Mr. Maxwell died in 1877 
and in 1878 Governor Gear appointed her 
State Librarian to succeed Mrs. Ada North. 

She served until 1888 and during her ad- 
ministration inaugurated the work of collect- 
ing and preserving the files of Iowa newspa- 
pers, books by Iowa authors and material re- 
lating to state history. She was the author 
of the first history of Guthrie county published 
in 1876. 


Mrs. Maxwell made for the lowa Columbian 
Exposition Commission, a collection of books 
and pamphlets by lowa authors for exhibition 
at the World’s Fair at Chicago. She also 
had charge of this exhibition. In 1897 she 
was elected librarian of the Meadville, Pa., 
Unitarian and Theological School, and held 
the position at the time of her death. 

She had a keen love of books and a fine 
appreciation of the best in literature. In life 


she was a consistent exponent of her simple. 


religious belief that ‘‘character is creed.’’ Many 
in lowa recall with affection, this modest unas- 
suming woman who went about among us, 
doing good. 
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Elbridge P. AcElroy. 


Mr, E. P. McElroy, former librarian ¢ 
the Algona Public Library, died at his home 
in Algona, September 2d. Mr. McElroy’s 
protracted illness began some weeks previous © 
to his retirement from the library, which — 
took place in January, 1903. The funeral” 
was from his home, and about fifty children > 
from the Public School attended in a body” 
and marched in procession to the grave, — 
acting as a guard of honor. a 


The members of the lowa Library Associa- 
tion in attendance at the Grinnell meeting, — 
will remember with pleasure, their meetibg — 
with Mr. McElroy, whose appreciation of his — 
privilege of being at the meeting, was mani- 
fested by his deep interest in every part ofthe 
program, and his joy in meeting those 
closely associated with the work which he h 
at heart. 


AP 
Bc. 


He came from New England ancestry, — 
having spent his early years in Boston, and” 
in his young manhood knew many prea ¢ 
men associated with the abolition me 
and had the personal friendship of uc ; 
men as John G. Palfrey, Charles Sumner, ~ 
Wendell Phillips, John G. Whitter, and 
Lyman’ Abbott. a 
ministry in 1867; and about ten years later he — 
came West.. In 1895 he became librarian of — 
the Algona Public Library and his knowledge 
of books and his belief in their value to 
the community caused him to take great 
pleasure in his work. 


es) 
ry 
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_From the brief and simply told story of Bia’ 
life, which Mr. McElroy had written shortly | 
before his death, and which was read at the 
funeral service, is gleaned a record of tender, © 
loving ministration to invalid members of h 
family; of high devotion to duty, and of = 
thoughtfulness of others. 2 


He was @ man who all his life loved good — 
books, and after his retirement from the © 
library, devoted his failing strength to com- — 
plete a life of Louis Kossuth. It has been | 
said of him ‘‘A man richly endowed above | 
his fellows, yet all his life he served them, © 
often in the humblest offices, and always) 
willingly. He fulfilled the requirements of ~ 
the Master of men, who said; ‘He that is — 
greatest among you, let him be your servant,’”” — 





He entered the Christian" 








